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S ERM ON. 


ZECHHI. i. 5, 


YOUR FATHERS, WHERE ARE THEY? AND THE 
PROPHETS, DO THEY LIVE FOR EVER ? 


HAT death 1s the certain lot of all 
men, is one of the moſt common 
truths that can ever engage our attention. 
The inſtances of it are ſo numerous and 
frequent, that we generally conſider it as a 
thing of courſe, and inſtead of expreſſing 
{urprize, are, on many occaſions, ſcarcely 
moved to ſerious reflection. We- perceive 
the progreſs: of mankind, from infancy to 
childhood, from childhood to youth, from 
youth to manhood, and from manhood to 
eld age; and we know what inevitably fol- 
lows. The days of our years are threeſcore years 
and ten; and if by reaſon of ſtrengib they be, 
ſourſcore years, yet is their ſtrength labour and 
ſorrow. We foreſee that a ſingle ſtroke 
muſt cruſh a frame which has lor g been 
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tottering; we hourly expect the extinction 
of a light which is now reduced to a dim 
and interrupted glimmering : and when the 
fatal hour at length arrives, we rather wel- 
come the expected deliverance from a 
Joyleſs ſtate of being, than lament the loſs 
of a companion and friend, or repine at 
the general deſtiny of the ſons of men. 


Nor is it only the ſuperannuated and 
helpleſs whoſe. death we thus contemplate 
with much of a tranquil indifference. So 
often do the full maturity of manhood, and 
the opening graces of youth, yield to the 
force of lingering diſcaſe, that in theſe caſes 
alſo we diſcern and acknowledge the uſual 


courſe of nature. We ſee the pillars of a 


ſtrong conſtitution gradually undermined : 
we perceive the bloom of. a countenance 
entirely diſappear ; we are well apprized 
that theſe are ſymptoms of approaching 
death; and are almoſt diſpoſed to wonder 
that the final change is deferred ſo long. 


And yet however little we may ſometimes 
be affected by events which are thus almoſt 
daily occurring, in our thoughtful moments 

we 
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we can ſcarcely fail to draw from them in- 
ſtructive leſſons of wiſdom and religion. 
The firſt reflection that reaſon ſuggeſts will 
undoubtedly be, that what has happened to 
a fellow man, might have happened, and 
may ſtill quickly happen to ourſelves; and 
that therefore it behoves us t be alſo ready, 
fince we know not the day, or the hour, when 
our fouls ſhall be required at our hands. 


But whether we be thus wiſe or not, 
whether or not we be thus habitually mindful 
of our latter end, and be thence taught to form 
the character which alone can raiſe us to a 
rational triumph over the fear of death, there 
are caſes which irreſiſtibly awaken our at- 
tention, and powerfully excite our tendereſt 
affections. It is impoſſible for us to be in- 
ſenſüble or though leſs, when our perſonal 
acquaintance, intimate friends and valuable 
relations are removed from the preſent 
world. Our feelings are in the higheſt de- 
gree lively, when we fee cut off, in the midſt 
of their activity, ſuch of our brethren as 
have been eminently uſeful in their own 
families, among their choſen connections, 
and to a larger circle in general ſociety; 


whoſe 
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whoſe benevolent offices are til] farther 
needed; and for whom, from the number of 
their years, a longer ſeaſon of beneficial 
exertion might have been hoped and ex- 
pected. A parent, with a numerous family 
of uneducated children—a miniſter of re- 
ligion, accuſtomed to addreſs the ſacred 
doctrines of the New Teſtament to the de- 
Iighted minds of an improving audience 
a paſtor confirming his inſtructions by his 
own exemplary conduct ; watching over 
the members of a Chriſtian Church, in ſor- 
row and in joy, in ſickneſs and in health, 
in youth and in old age; ſympathizing with 
their diſtreſſes; rejoicing in their happineſs; 
giving counſel to the unexperienced ; and 
acting as a conſtant mediator between the 
rich and the poor, cannot diſappear from 
the walks of life without cauſing a wide and 
afflicting breach in the enjoyments of many 
whom he leaves behind. In this ſad and 
apparently untimely diſpenſation of Divine 
Providence, «ve are bereaved, we are bereaved, 
is the inſtinctive complaint of the deſpond- 
ing heart. Ee 
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But altho' theſe calamitous events bring 
with them aggravations of ſorrow peculiar 
to themſelves, they have alſo the advantage 
of unrivalled conſolations. How different 
would be our reflections on the death of 
thoſe whom the dictates of nature impel us 
to love, had we reaſon to apprehend that 
they were unprepared for their final account ; 
were we certain that they have lived without 
God in the world, and if we could not baniſh 
from our afflicted minds the painful remem- 
brance of their uncorrected vices! In this 
caſe the anticipation of their lot in a 
ſtate of juſt retribution, would deprive us 
of all ſupport, and would urge us 1% weep, 
and refuſe to be comforted. 


But we well know, my brethren, that 
there is a ſtate of character which equally 
fits to live or to die, It is not the ſhort 
contrition of a dying bed that affords the 
trueſt ſolace to the grief of ſurviving friends; 
nor yet is it the rooted repentance that may 
Poſſibly be produced by a lingering diſeaſe: 
it is the uniform integrity of a good life; 
it is the habitual virtue of the heart; it is 
the {tcady chearfulneſs of principled obedi- 


ence; 
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ence; it is a well exerciſed diſpoſition to be 


2 bleſſing to others, and to find its beſt en- 
Joyinent_ in ative uſefulneſs. Bleſſed is that 


fervent, ſays our Divine Maſter, whoſe Lord 


when be cometh fha'l find ſo doing: if be ſhall 
come in the ſecond watch, or come in the third 
watch, ble{/ed is that ſervant, 


Do we ſee a conſcientious regard to the 
offices "of piety and devotion, a rational 
reverence of the Supreme Being, a grateful 
ſenſe of his goodnefs, a hu nble dependance 
on his paternal care, and a pat:ent ſub- 
miſſion to his will ?=Do we perceive the 
temper of mind which forms the attentive 
relative, the ſympathizing friend, and the 
charitable neighbour ? Do we diſcover the 
open honeity of ſoul which diſdains the ap- 
pearance of guile, and cannct diſſemble its 


real feelinzs ? - Do we find a cheerful but 


temperat© joyment of this world's goods? 
Do we diſcern, amidſt all the infirmities 
of fleſh and ſenſe, and amidſt all the temp- 


tations of this buſy world, a ſincere and 


earneſt deſire to correct every inadvertent 
regularity, and to preſerve à conſcience void 
of offence before Cod and men? — There, my 


brethren, 


„„ 
brethren, is that ſervant, who will aſſuredly 
be bleſt at bis Lord's coming. Such a man 
cannot be taken by ſurprize. The diſpoſi- 
tions he has formed, and the habits he has 
matured, are the very diſpoſitions and habits 
which conſtitute the eſſence of heavenly 
bliſs, and will prove an exhauſtleſs ſpring of 
ever increaſing delight, 


Should he be preſerved to the extreme of 
old age, ſhould his powers be gradually 
weakened, and ſhould he feel many a ſymp- 
tom of mortality before he ſinks into the 
grave, he can wait with pious reſignation for 
his final releaſe; he can ſipport his growing 
infirmities by the pleaſing recollection of his 
paſt activity and uſefulneſs; he can cheer 25e 
days which bring with them no new pleaſure, 
by a foretaſte of the joys reſerved for him at 
the reſurreftion of the juſt, 


Or if he ſhould not attain to the fulneſs 
of threeſcore years and ten—if he ſhould be 
taken away from the midſt of his pleaſing 
hopes and generous folicitudes, he is alike 
prepared for a change of being: it is not 
| B poſſible 
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poſſible that he himſelf ſhould ſuſtain any 
real loſs. The world may feel the want of 
his benevolent exertions—the objects of his 
paſtoral care may be deprived of a conſci- 
entious inſtructor, a tender miniſter, and 
encouraging example the poor may no 
longer ſtretch out their hands, and look with 
a gliſtening eye for the wonted relief the 
confiding and confided aſſociates may be- 
wail the friend who never failed to blend 
their intereſt with his own ; who declined no 
labour, and refuſed no inconvenience to pro- 


cure for them a ſubſtantial ſervice; who 


anxioully reſcued their reputation from every 
unmerited reproach; and who was never ſe- 
vere but from compaſſion for miſconduct, 
which a tranſient ſeverity was moſt likely to 
mend his .nearer connections may, and 
wuſt lament the departure of the ever watch- 
ful domeſtic companion, who enlivened their 


daily meals; who bade them the affectionate. 
good night, and the cheerful good morrow; 


who brightened their winter's fire, and gave 


new warmth and luſtre to their ſummer's 


fun; who directed their family deyotion, 
took ſtoeet counſel together with them, and led 
| them 
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E 
them by the hand 7o the houſe of God. But 
be himſelf is ſecure from evil : neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor Powers, 
nor things | preſent, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, can 
ſeparate him from the love of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus bis Lord. Tho' his fleſh and his heart 
have failed, yet God is the ſtrength of bis heart 
and bis portim for ever. The ſouls of the 


righteous, lays the fon of Sirach, are in the 


hands of God, and there ſhall no torment touch 
them. In the fight of the unwiſe they ſeem to 
die, and their departure 1s taken for miſery, and 
their going from us to be deſtruction: but they 
are in peace; for tho" they be puniſhed in the fight 
of men, yet is their hope full of immortality ; 
and having been à little chaſtened, they ſhall be 
greatly rewarded; for God hath proved them, 
and found them worthy of himſelf. 


To the pious worſhipper of God, and the 
benevolent friend of man, there 1s therefore 
no untimely death ; whether it arrive ſooner 
or later, it is a reſt from bis labours, and his 
works will follaw bim. Who then will mur- 
mur and repine, tho' compelled to exclaim 
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in the language of the prophet, Our fathers, 
where are they ? and the prophets, do they live 
for ever? | 


Theſe reflections, I am perſuaded, will 
afford the trueſt conſolation, ſatisfaction 
and joy to you, my beloved friends, the 
members of this chriſtian ſociety, under 
the loſs of a paſtor, who has long conducted 
your religious ſervices ; ſpoken to you the 
word of God; and come out before you 
ſabbath after ſabbath, in tbe fulneſs of the 
bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt. You have al- 
ready applied to your late excellent friend 
the character which I have generally de- 


ſcribed, as a ſure preparative for the hour of 


death. I have choſen to do it thus indi- 
rectly, from a diſtruſt of my power over my 
own feelings, and not from a fear of being 
thought too partial to a brother in the chriſ- 
tian miniſtry, with whom I have been ſtrictly 
and cordially connected from my entrance 
into public life, whom I have ſeen in a 
great variety of ſituations and circumſtances, 
whoſe confidence [ have always had the hap- 
pineſs to poſſeſs, and from whom I have 


been 


b 
ſe 


— we 


„ 


been accuſtomed to aſk and to receive coun- 
ſe], in every ſeaſon of doubt and embaraſs- 
ment. In the removal of ſuch a friend I feel 
a loſs, which, at the age of fifty, cannot be 
fully ſupplied by any new aſſociate. The loſs 
of thoſe who have been united with him by 
dearer and more facred ties, is ſtill more 
heavy and irreparable. Nor I fear will it be 
eaſy for you to find a ſucceſſor equally fitted 
in all reſpects to adminiſter unto you in holy 
things. Few indeed are the men who, with 
ſo ſound an underſtanding and ſo correct a 
judgment, poſſeſs alſo the warm and lively 
affections which rendered the labours of your 
deceaſed paſtor ſo intereſting and perſuaſive. 


But whatever be the degree of our be- 
reavement, his lot demands our congratu- 
lation, not our pity. For what life can 
be pronounced ſo truly happy as that of a 
man, who having been early trained in the 
habits of piety and goodneſs, has entered 
into the world with the ſtrongeſt defence 
againſt its numerous temptations; has diſ- 
charged his various duties with propriety 
and honour ; has largely contributed to the 

| welfare 
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welfare of mankind; has obtained extenſive 
eſteem ; and has been brought to the grave 


without any long intermiſſion of active 


uſefulneſs? Such a life may challenge the 
greateſt happineſs which this world can af- 


ford. And ſhall we grieve that it has. not 


been continued, till, by a total decay of 
every power, it muſt have ceaſed to be a 
bleſſing to others, and have loſt the greater 
part of its own enjoyment? Its beſt hopes 
cannot be deſtroyed, tho' it has no longer 4 


portion in any thing under the ſun. Its felicity 
here can be exceeded only by that far more 


exceedins and eternal weight of glory, which is 


reſerved for the faithful ſervants of God in a 


future exiſtence. 


And with reſpect to ourſelves, when we 


contemplate our own loſs, we are not left 


to 'mourn as thoſe who are without hope. Tho' 
the preſent ſeparation cannot but be pain- 
ful, it is a ſeparation which, unleſs it be 
our own fault, will not endure for ever. 
An equal diſcharge of the chriſtian duties 
will enſure a re-union, which ſhall never be 
diſſolved or interrupted, commencing with 
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encreaſed ſatis faction, and leading to new 
delights, thro' an endleſs exiſtence, 


Shall we then not ſolicitauſly wiſh, ſhall 
we not firmly reſolve to live the life of the 
righteaus, that our laſt end may be like bis. 
The beſt and ſincereſt expreſſion of reſpect 
we can ever pay to our departed friend, is a 
ſteady imitation of his faith and patience, of 
his piety to God and good-will to men. 
It was the warmeſt wiſh of his heart to fee 
you, the objects of his paſtoral care, ad- 
vancing from one degree of excellence to 
another, till you reached the ſtature of full 
grown men in Chriſt Jeſus your Lord. And 
tho? his tongue has ceaſed to ſpeak the ten- 
der language of lively concern for your beſt 
intereſts; tho' his eye no longer beams 
upon you the gentle rays of loving kind- 
neſs and affetion; tho' he no more. addreſſes 
you from this pulpit as your fetlow man 
and fellow chriſtian, as your paſtor and 
brother, as your guide and example in the 
purſuit of your high calling, his inſtructions 
and his virtues are not loſt in the filent 
grave; theſe ſtill ſurvive, and take you to 

record 
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record this day, that he is pure from the blood of 
all men, having not ſhunned to declare unto you 
all the counſel of God, By them he appeals 
to your conſciences, and to the great 
Searcher of Hearts, for the integrity of his 
conduct in the diſcharge of his miniſterial 
duty, and ſolemnly conjures you, as his laſt 


requeſt, that you ae heed to yourſelves and 
to each other as members of this chriſtian. 
ſociety. He calls upon you to remember 


that for the ſpace of ſix and twenty years, 
Be has not ceaſed to warn you, and has kept back 


nothing that was profitable to you, but has ſhewed 


you and has taught you publicly, and from houſe 
to houſe, teflifying, both to ſmall and great, re- 
pentance towards God, and failh towards our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Let it not be your re- 


proach, that, like the Jews of old, you did 
not hear nor hearken unto the divine word, when 


he, whom yourſelves had approved for your 
monitor and guide, ſais unto you in the name 
of the Lord, turn you from your evil ways, and 


from your evil doings. Often has he had oc- 


caſion to ſay of thoſe who firſt called him to 
the paitoral office in this place, Yoar fathers, 
where are they ? They have diſappeared from 

| among 
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among you one after another, and no longer 
ſhare with you in the ſacred ſolemnities of the 
ſabbath. And I truſt that, during the time 
of their probation, they did not attend upon 
them in vain, I flatter myſelf that, tho” 
they now fleep in their peaceful ſepulchres, 
they will finally be partakers of a Bliſsful re- 
ſurrection unto eternal life. It is now my 
painful office to add, the Prophets, do they 
live for ever? But tho? the wiſdom of the 
Supreme Ruler has placed the heavenly treaſure 
in earthly veſſels, the treaſure itſelf cannot 
corrupt, or be taken away. If the Goſpel be 
Hidden, it is hidden only to them who are wilfully 
and obſtinately loft in treſpaſſes and fins; in 
whom the God of this world hath blinded their 
minds, left the light of the glorious Goſpel of 
Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould ſbine 
upon them. 

But you, my beloved brethren, have not ſo 
learned Chriſt; you have not ſo neglected or 
abuſed your religious advantages; you have 
not ſo diſregarded the fairhful counſels of a 
friend, who long performed among you the 
work of an Evangelift, and has now finiſhed 
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his courſe. His deliberate inſtructions and 
earneſt intreaties ſtil] live; and I am con- 
fident will ever live in your memory, and 


retain their influence over your hearts. His 
example ſtill appears before the eye of your 


minds, and beckons you to be followers of 
him in all the graces and virtues of his life. 


It pronounces with an eloquence which no 
tongue can rival: © A life of piety and 
« goodneſs is the only true wiſdom : reli- 
« gion gives the livelieſt reliſh to the en- 
« Joyments of youth; confers the trueſt 
« dignity on the ſober purſuits of manhood); 
and prepares alike for honourable old age, 
*« and for early death.” 


And you will not be inattentive to the 


folemn oracle: you will chooſe the teſtt- 
mony of an approving conſcience as your 
beſt portion; you will prize the favour-of 
God above every other bleſſing; you will 
be excited, by the preſent diſpenſation of 
Divine Providence, to greater diligence in 
your chriſtian courſe; you will be ſteady 
to your religious principles, will conti- 
nue your preſent harmony and affection, 

as 
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as a part of the general aſſembly of the firſt 
born, whoſe names are written in heaven, and 
will follow righteouſneſs, faith, charity, and 
peace with them that call upon the Lord with 
a pure heart. 


Supported by this pleaſing perſuaſion, 
TI now, brethren, commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace; who 1s able to build 
you up, to fill up every breach, to ſup- 
ply all your wants, to do for you, in this 
world, more than you can aſk or think, and 
at length to give you an inheritance among 4 
them that are ſanttificd, 


THE END... 3 
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